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David Hales is a senior 
research fellow at The 
Open University. I do 
research at the overlap 
between computer 
science and social 
science. I am interested in 

open distributed systems that include both 
machine and human agencies where the 
imposition of central control is not an option and 
one can't rely on the "invisible hands" of 
orthodox economic (or game) theory. 
 

Jeffrey Johnson is Professor of 
Complexity Science and Design. 
I joined the Open University in 
1980 after three years as Senior 
Research Associate in the 
Geography Department of 
Cambridge University, and six 

years as Research Fellow in the Mathematics 
Department of Essex University. 
 
 

Jeremy Pitt is Reader in, and, 
deputy head of the Intelligent 
Systems and Networks Group at 
Imperial College. My research 
focuses on a broad range of 
interests in Intelligent Systems, 
spanning human-network 

interaction (in particular the use of Affective 
Computing in this context), multi-agent systems 
(specifically norm-governed and socio-cognitive 
agent societies), and ad hoc networks (including 
self-organisation and Quality-of-Service (QoS) 
provisioning). 
 

Jim Doran is Professor Emeritus 
of Computer Science at Essex 
University. I was born at the 
height of the Battle of Britain 
(thanks to Adolf Hitler), read 
mathematics at Oxford (thanks to 
Cookie Cookson), became a 

specialist in artificial intelligence at the University 
of Edinburgh (thanks to Donald Michie and, 
indirectly, Alan Turing) and became a Professor 
at the Computer Science Department at Essex 
(thanks to Tony Brooker). Throughout my career 
I have also applied statistical and computer 
methods in archaeology and anthropology. My 
publications and past projects reflect this mix of 
interests. 

 
Peter McBurney is a 
Professor of Computer 
Science and Head of the 
Department of Informatics at 
King's College London. He is 
a member of the Agents and 
Intelligent Systems (AIS) 

Group of the Department. McBurney's research 
focuses on several areas in multi-agent software 
systems including: agent communications 
languages (ACLs) and protocols; multi-agent 
simulation models of public policy and corporate 
strategy domains; the presence of reflective 
intelligent entities able to learn, and able 
themselves to model the environment they are 
in; cyber conflict, cyberwar and cyberweapons. 
 

Seth Bullock is Professor in 
the Agents, Interaction and 
Complexity Group and the 
Institute for Complex Systems 
Simulation at the University of 
Southampton. My principal 
research interest is 

evolutionary simulation modelling: the 
application of evolutionary modelling techniques 
developed within artificial intelligence (e.g., 
genetic algorithms) to problems within 
evolutionary biology (e.g., the evolution of 
communication).  I am also interested in self-
organisation and adaptation in engineered 
systems, such as computational ecosystems, 
infrastructure systems. 
 

Maria Fasli is senior lecturer 
and head of school at 
University of Essex, 
Department of Computer 
Science. I am interested in 
formal theories of cognitive 
agents. I am also interested in 
agents that have self-referential 

capabilities and can reason about the truth and 
falsity of propositions. Individual agents rarely 
act in isolation. On the contrary, they are 
increasingly required to act as elements of large 
and complex systems and cooperate and 
coordinate with a number of other agents. 
Reasoning about cooperative activity and 
teamwork in the context of formal theories 
requires a very rich ontology of social and 
collective attitudes such as mutual beliefs and 
intentions. 



 
Corinna Elsebroich is a 
research fellow in the 
Centre for Research in 
Social Simulation at the 
Department of 
Sociology, University of 
Surrey. Her research 
interests are 

formalisations of human behaviour, for example 
in Rational Choice Theory and agent 
conceptions in Artificial Intelligence, and how far 
they shed light on problems of sociology. She is 
currently focusing is on formal models of 
normative behaviour and how the relatively new 
methodology of social simulation can contribute 
to the age old problem of explaining norms 
whilst keeping autonomy for the social agent. 

 
Nigel Shardlow is Director of 
Planning at Sandtable Ltd. 
Sandtable creates simulations 
of people, populations and 
markets to provide decision-
makers with insights about 
human behaviour, what drives 

it, how it changes and the best way to influence 
it. I started my career teaching philosophy at 
Oxford University and at Birkbeck College in the 
University of London, but left academia to take 
part in the first internet revolution. I led the digital 
media team at Orange and went on to head up 
the company's Innovation and New Product 
Development team, spanning many different 
content and service sectors. I also founded SMS 
company, Zygo Communications. 
 

Greg Fisher is the Managing 
Director of the Synthesis. 
Synthesis is a think-tank 
devoted to using the emerging 
paradigm of complex 
networks in the social 
sciences to tackle social and 

public policy concerns. He studied Economics & 
Politics at St John’s College, Cambridge, joined 
the Bank of England as a graduate entrant in 
1995 and subsequently worked in a spectrum of 
roles that mixed economics and finance. 
Between 2004 and 2008, Greg worked for a 
hedge fund as a global macroeconomic 
strategist. Before joining the think-tank, 
ResPublica, in August 2010, he spent two years 
researching the new science of complex 
systems, and how it relates to economics and 
finance. Greg is a Senior Research Associate of 
the London School of Economics’ Complexity 
Group. His interests extend beyond pure 
economics, and include human psychology, 

neuroscience and cognitive science, and how 
these relate to our understanding of society. 
 

Julian Padget is Lecturer in 
Computer Science at the 
University of Bath. The main 
focus of my research is 
understanding the nature of 
(virtual) institutions and their 
application to the correct 

behaviour of software systems. Consequently 
there is a strong practical orientation involving 
significant software development. All the 
application areas are intrinsically distributed, 
such as agent-based systems, agent-based 
simulation, governance of agent interaction by 
(virtual) institutions, verification of (virtual) 
institutions, grid trading systems, mechanism 
design, (mathematical) web service brokerage, 
(mathematical) web service composition, 
semantic service description and discovery, 
distributed sound synthesis and distributed 
musical performance using software and human 
agents. 
 

Nick Gotts is an Independent 
Researcher working with 
Agent-Based Modelling 
applied to social dilemmas 
and land use. He is 
specifically interested in how 
adaptive agents and spatial 

relationships relate to macro outcomes related to 
environmental and common pool resource 
issues.  He was formally a Senior Research 
Scientist at the Macaulay Land Use Research 
Institute.  

 
Jelena Grujic is a Research 
Associate at Imperial College 
in the Complexity and 
Networks group, Dept. of 
Mathematics. She is 
interested into 
interdisciplinary research 

which she first stared to explore by working on 
complex network with Prof. Bosiljka Tadi! from 
Jo"ef Stefan Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia. Later 
she did a PhD in game theory at the Universidad 
Carlos III de Madrid in Spain under supervision 
of Anxo Sánchez and Jose Cuesta. During her 
PhD she conducted laboratory experiment with 
human subjects playing the Prisoner dilemma on 
a virtual lattice. In combination with analytical 
work, she tried to understand if the spatial 
structure actually promotes cooperation in 
human societies. 



 
Rhett Gayle is a philosopher 
whose work has primarily focused 
on education and methods for 
improving thinking. He also has 
interests in the philosophy of 
leadership and teaching wisdom in 
the current academy. He is writing 

a book on the connections between Taoism and 
complexity science. Rhett is also involved in 
New Enlightenment Education, an initiative 
bringing together Chinese and Western 
approaches to education. He is Director of 
Philosophies at the University Project, a working 
group creating a new university in London. 
Through the miracle of the internet, while living 
in the UK he teaches philosophy at the 
University of Colorado, Boulder, from where he 
received his PhD. 

 
Katarzyna Musial-Gabrys is 
Lecture in Computer Science and 
a founder of the interdisciplinary 
Complex Networks and Systems 
group at Kings College. The main 
areas of my research interest are 
complex networked systems, 

analysis of their dynamics and the adaptation 
mechanisms that exist within such systems. 
Recent research is concerned with discovering 
patterns in agents’ behaviours and the 
interactions between them. The analysis of 
these patterns and their changes in time allow 
prediction of the future behaviour of agents and 
their relations. One of the ways to model the 
network dynamics is the application of methods 
based on the molecular modelling concept and 
other physically inspired methods. 

 
James Millington is a 
Leverhulme Early Career 
Fellow. He is a broadly 
trained geographer and 
landscape ecologist with 
expertise in developing 
bespoke modelling tools to 

investigate ecological and socio-economic 
processes and their interaction.  James' 
research, has focused on vegetation 
succession-disturbance dynamics and human 
decision-making in multifunctional forest and 
agricultural landscapes of North America and 
Europe using statistical, simulation and spatial 
modelling tools. He also has an interest in the 
different epistemological roles models and 
modelling can play in furthering geographical 
understanding. 

 
Maria Chli is lecturer at the 
Department of Computer 
Science, School of Engineering 
and Applied Science, at Aston 
University, Birmingham, UK. In 
most complex systems there is 
a mechanism that maps simple 

local rules to the macroscopic behaviour of 
these systems. We use agent-based modelling 
and simulation to investigate the following 
questions that arise from this fact: Given the set 
of local interactions in a complex system (e.g. a 
society, an economy, an ecology) can we predict 
the large-scale patterns that emerge? Given the 
large-scale patterns can we find the local 
interactions that lead to them? Can we define 
local interactions that lead to the optimal large-
scale patterns? 
 

 
Yasmin Merali is Associate 
Professor of Information 
Systems and Co-Director, 
Complexity Science Doctoral 
Training Centre at University 
of Warwick Business School. 
She has wide ranging 

research interests including: complexity and 
transformation of organisations and socio-
economic contexts; network dynamics and 
organisation in the information space; 
information and knowledge management; social 
media and social networks; opinion dynamics; 
utilization of emergent technologies in the 
delivery of benefits; strategies and business 
models in the information economy; post-
acquisition integration; e-business, e-
government, e-health. 
 

Jane Bromley is research 
fellow at The Open University.  
I am coming full circle in 
attending this meeting at IC 
having started my career in the 
physics department doing 
optics and visual 

psychophysics.  Along the way I have carried out 
research on visual dysfunction and neural 
networks for human perception tasks.  This was 
followed by a stint in project management (home 
and industry) then reintegration into research via 
the Open University's robotics outreach 
programme and the EU ASSYST project, a 
Complex Systems coordination Support Action 
project.  I currently research information 
extraction and data mining on agricultural 
documents. 
 



Orit Gal is a political economist 
specializing in the practical 
applications of complexity 
theories. Over the past decade 
she has concentrated much of 
her work on issues of 
complexity in conflict 

environments and the intersection between 
economic development and security. She served 
as a senior researcher at the Operational Theory 
Research Institute of the Israeli Defense Forces 
(OTRI) where she worked to develop the civil 
economic dimension of military operational 
design. Prior to OTRI Orit worked as a project 
director for the Economic Cooperation 
Foundation (ECF), where she participated in 
track-two negotiations vis-à-vis the Palestinians, 
and developed policy recommendations on 
economic peace-building, and the potential role 
of international intervention.  Previously an 
associate fellow at Chatham House, Orit is also 
a visiting lecturer at Regent’s College teaching 
International Political Economy, Development, 
and Strategy, all from a complexity perspective. 
 

Brendan Neville is a Senior 
Research Officer in the School of 
Computer Science and Electronic 
Engineering at the University of 
Essex. He received his Masters 
followed by his PhD. from 
Imperial College London. During 

his PhD. he worked on several European funded 
research projects including Alis (Legal 
reasoning, Game Theory, Computational Logic), 
Tiramisu (DRM) and Alfebiite (Agent Societies). 
His research interests include Simulation of 
Agent Societies, Self-organising social-networks, 
Trust and Reputation. His PhD. focused on the 
simulation of agent societies. 

Ramón Hermoso is a 
senior research officer 
at the University of 
Essex. Formerly, I 
worked as an 
assistant professor at 
the University Rey 

Juan Carlos in Madrid (Spain). I worked for the 
Artificial Intelligence Research Group associated 
to the Centre for Intelligent Information 
Technologies (CETINIA), of which I am still a 
member. I obtained my PhD from the University 
Rey Juan Carlos in 2011. My research interests 
span from trust and reputation mechanism in 
multiagent systems to mechanism design for 
complex systems and social networks. I'm 
author of several publications in journals, books 
and international conferences, and I have 
participated in more than 10 research projects, 
funded by both national and international 
institutions. 


